Shooting Expected to Spur 
Wallace Vote in Maryland 
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‘"Maryland voters go to the 
"polls today to cast their ballots 
inpresidential primary 
scarred by the late-afternoon 
shooting that felled Alabama 
Gov. George C. Wallace and 
may have left him partially 
paralyzed. 

There was speculation that 
.voter sympathy for the wound- 
ed candidate will solidify, if 
not increase, the apparent 
lead Wallace had going into 
today’s balloting. 

Polls opened at 7 a.m. and 
will close at 8 p.m. throughout 
the state. 

Wallace, 52, remains in seri- 
ous condition in Holy Cross 
Hospital in Silver Spring with 
wounds suffered shortly after 
4 p.m. yesterday in the Laurel 
shopping center. Three others 
were wounded in the assassi- 
nation attempt. 

Michigan residents also vote 
today in a preferential pri- 
mary where Wallace, as in 
Maryland, appears to have a 
lead over Sens. Hubert H. 
Humphrey of Minnesota and 
George S. McGovern of South 
Dakota. There are 132 conven- 
tion votes at stake in Michigan 
and 53 in Maryland. . 

Lead Unblunted 

State Democratic leaders 
and campaign officials dif- 
fered on how strongly the 
shooting might effect the 
Maryland vote, but all agreed 
the incident did nothing to 
blunt the lead Wallace has 
over the 10 other candidates 
on the presidential primary 
ballot. 

A majority speculated the 
shooting will spur the Wallace 
lead, with some voting out of 
sympathy for the Alabaman’s 
agony. Others will vote for 
Wallace to demonstrate to any 
.other would-be assailant that a 
candidate cannot be muffled 
by gunfire and demonstra- 
tions, they said. 

. In addition, they said, some 
who had intended to vote for 
-Wallace, but who would have 
stayed home because of 
threatening weather, now will 
get to the polls even if it 
means wading through a 


cloudburst. 

Crossovers Barred 
. , During today’s balloting, 
state law prohibits the sale of 
.alcoholic beverages in any 
form in bars, restaurants, 
.package or any other type 
store until the polls close. Pub- 
lic schools will be closed but 
banks and other businesses 
will be open. 

j Maryland law, unlike in 
Michigan, forbids crossovers. 
Democrats in Maryland will 
.be limited to balloting for 


Democratic candidates, and 
Republicans will be able to 
choose only from GOP con- 
tenders. 

Also on the ballot are con- 
gressional and judgeship con- 
tests, plus some local events 
such as the school board race 
in Montgomery County. 

Wallace was expected to at 
least match, and possibly bet- 
ter the percent of the vote he 
won in the state’s last Demo- 
cratic primary in 1964. In that 
race he ran against only one 
other candidate, former Sen. 
Daniel B. Brewster, a stand-in 
for President Johnson. 

Also, Humphrey has cam- 
paigned little in the state and 
McGovern ' gave it just one 
day, last Saturday. McGovern 
drew impressive crowds, 
capped by a 5,500-i^rson turn- 
out in Columbia which prompt- 
ed his national office to pump 
another $4,000 into the state 
for last minute media expr" 
sure. McGovern’s Maryland 
office is n6t predicting an up- 
set victory, but speculating on 
a surprise second place show- 
ing. • 

Enthusiastic Crowds 
Wallace campaigned for 
more than a week in Mary- 
land, drawing large, enthu- 
siastic crowds that cheered 
and whistled repeatedly 
throughout his standard 
speech attacking welfare loaf- 
ers, foreign aid, the Vietnam 
war, school busing to achieve 
integration, and the lifetime 
appointment of federal judges. 

Despite yesterday’s shoot- 
ing, a $25 per plate fund- 
raising dinner that Wallace 
was to have attended in Glen 
Bumie after his Laurel speech 


was held as scheduled, as was 
a rally he was to have attend- 
ed afterwards at the armory 
in Annapolis. 

The mood at both affairs 
was somber, with participants 
either still stunned by what 
had happened to their candi- 
date or furious over what they 
felt was an attempt to silence 
the leader of the downtrodden 
who “tells it like it is.” 

Dinner officials said the af- 
fair was a sellout although the 
dining room at the Barn res- 
taurant set for 400 persons 
while about 350 showed up. 
Chairs at the armory were set 
up for 750 persons but less 
than 150 attended. 

The low attendance, in part, 
was attributed to a thunder 
storm which dumped torrents 
of rain on Glen Bumie and 
Annapolis before and during 
the rally. There were traffic 
tieups throughout the area. 

‘Sympathy Standpoint* 

C. Maurice Weidemeyer, a 
member of the House of Dele- 
gates from Anne Arundel 
County and chairman of the 
Maryland for Wallace Com- 
mittee, said the governor 

t 

“could get some additional 
votes” because of the shoot- 
ing, but declined to speculate 
directly on today’s outcome. 

State Senate President Wil- 
liam S. James, D-Harford, aind 
State Democratic party chair- 
man, predicted the shooting 
“probably will help from a 
sympathy standpoint — it may 
generate a great deal of sym- 
pathy.” 

“It’s a tragedy that we can’t 
go through the procedures of 
democracy without violence,” 
James added. 

Atty. Gen. Francis B. Burch, 
co-chairman of the Humphrey 
campaign in .Maryland, and 
Joseph R. Raymond, director 
of McGovern’s campaign in 
the state, both declined to 
speculate on the Wallace vote. 

“Obviously it (the shooting) 
is a travesty, and reflects the 
sickness of our times,” Burch 
said. 


